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CRAP FORORA 


ON LAMBOURNE DOWNS 


Hung upon the foremost wether, 

Keeping all the rest together ; 

Not a single house in sight 

Save the shelter on my right 

Where I’ve chain’d the willing 
horse, 


After flying up the course 

Of the classic Lambourne Downs, 

Far away from crowded towns. 
Oh, the feeling of that ride, 


20.8. 13 
A 


H these lovely days of 
9 leisure, 

Free from worry, full of 
pleasure ! 
In my hand a sketching 
block, 
In my sight a southern 
flock, 
Overhead the bluest sky, 
Underneath, whereon I 
lie, 
Saw-wort, scabious, 
creeping harrow, 
Mouse-ear’d hawks- 
weed, clustering yarrow; 
In my ears (to increase 
the spell) 
Comes the sound of 
tinkling bell, 


Increasing pace at every stride! 

None to challenge, none to beat— 

Just the gallop—there’s the treat ! 
Let the jockey win his races, 

Whether flat or steeplechases : 

Mounted on the cleverest horses, 

Over all the best of courses, 

So may I have one to own 

For a gallop here alone : 

And with soul and flesh at peace 

I would ever sketch at ease. 


‘ARS EST CELARE ARTEM’ 


IVE me natural grace in a country 
maid ! 
Give me ripples of light in the wave- 
like braid, 
And in clustering curls the relief of 
shade. 


Away with the show-rose !—away with 
display ! 

Let shadow and sunshine come as it 
may, 

But bring me the maid of my rounde- 
lay! 


20.6.11 


VERSES FOR MY OWN BOOK-PLATE 


EAD leaves of a day long dead !— 
The day of my heart’s desire, 
When into my yard was led 
A horse with a title, ‘ The Squire.’ 


But the dead with the living shall 
live 

In the covers for prose and the 
lyre— 

The best that the best authors give 
With the best of my hunters, ‘ The 
Squire.’ 
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TO THE LYRIST OF THE SKIES 


“Make me thy lyre, even as the forest is’ 


MIGHTY forest with its widespread wings 
Is as a lyre, and the winds that fall 

The lyrist: softly now they touch some 
strings, 

Now fiercely fling their force upon them all. 
The audience—the beasts of prey and all 
the birds— 

Marks well the meaning of the lyrist’s 
words. 


I, unawaken’d man, heed not thy strains— 
I linger at my brush and trust to Fate, 
Scorning the weatherwise ; and for my pains 

Am soon outstripp’d, regretting when too late. 

Teach me to time, like them, thy changing harmony— 

Grant me their wisdom, lyrist of the sky ! 


6.3.16 


TO THE HONEYSUCKLE 


WEET Honeysuckle, loveliest flower 
That twines around yon ancient tower, 
Charmer of tongue and eye, 
Thou art assuredly 
The Queen of insects’ richest dower ! 


Bee after bee doth quickly follow 
Adown thy trumpet-shaped corolla 
Where sweetest nectar lies, 
And with proboscis tries 
To drain complete each fragrant hollow. 
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| 


Qe Grove ponds 


Youth only kens thee as a blessing— 
Snake though thou be in nature, pressing 
With too close kiss each bough ; 
But, born to deck the brow, 
Thy grace outweighs thy cruel caressing : 


Child after child, her school-song ringing 
From wall to wall where thou art clinging, 
Doth pull thee down to wind 
About her hair, and bind 
Thine essence closer to her singing. 


While I, a painter, find much pleasure 
Beside thee limning thee at leisure ; 
And bless the stolen time 
That’s taken for this rhyme 
In sight of such a queenly treasure. 
14.9, 12 


THE GARDEN ROSE 


ROSE, I’ve loved thee long too little ; 
I’ve play’d with other, meaner things, 
And, on my changeful wings 

Of fancy, cast thee hence as spittle. 


Had I but held thy generous plea 
In mind, and not forgone thy grace, 
Thou hadst not spurn’d my face 
To-day, hiding thine own from me. 


31.7.11 
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THE BUCKLING AT THE BURN 


BOVE the bridge of Cramond 
There runs a weeny brook, 
Where couples came to marry 
With nothing but the Book : 

Yea, many long-forgotten— 

If we trust in what we learn— 
Were mated in this fashion 

_And buckled at the burn. 


The laverock was their wedding-bell, 
The wooded dell the kirk, 

The sweepers were the breezes 
That knew no other work ; 

The babbling brook the minister 
That chats beside the fern, 

And the lilies stood as bridesmaids 
At the buckling by the burn. 
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THE NATIONAL EMBLEMS 


A GUESSING SONG 


HAT’S that that grows to white or pink 
or red, 
That has a smile upon its face, and 
blows 
When it can smile no more—when it is 
dead, 
And has a tear within its heart ?—The 
Rose. 


What’s that ’at proudly stans erect at 
Lauder, 
That maks yer tunefu’ tongue begin tae 
whussel 
Scots airs, an’—gin ye come frae owre the Border— 

Will mak’ ye mind yersel’ a wee ?—The Thrussel. 


What’s that that’s green and all but cleft in three, 
That creeps about your ankles where there ’s beef 
And ‘blarnie’ enough to make the growers free 
17.1.14 From Westminster for ever ?—The Shamrock Leaf. 


TO A NARCISSUS 


Doing its little best to live in a pot in—I am ashamed to say— 
4 dark corner of my own room 


E bloom, of your kindred forsaken— 
Forced flower, far away from the wood 
Whence the source of your life had been taken— 
I wish it were there that you stood— — 
On a bank of a brook that is flowing 
Through a glen that goes down to the sea, 
And there in your freedom be growing 
For others and me. 
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O mournful ’s your look and unliving !— 
O droop of a dying face! 
No sunlight with shadow for giving 
You colour to add to your grace. 
The breath of the wind as it passes 
Would ripple your petals so free, 
And you ’d smile in the midst of the grasses— 
Aye, there should you be. 
4.3.14 


ROSES AND TEARS 


To a collector of Porcelain ignorant of its history 


FAR-FAMED painter of porcelain— 
A pauper with rent in arrears !— 
Ah! roses and wreaths of red 
roses, 

And behind them all—tears ! 


For the one who put smiles on your 
tea-cup, 
And sunshine on many a shelf 


y ©) al In his roses, a ‘grey’ rose Fate 


A 
2 Y E ~ painted— 
§ is & SS A grey rose for himself. 


SAN 


; 


Oh, handle that cup with more tenderness ! 

The furnace’s heat at its height 

And the brushwork minute had converted 
A man’s day to dark night ! 


And, perhaps, ye may think of some others, 
To soften the bent of your mind— 
Just think of your own painter brothers 
Who to-day may £0 blind. 
30.9. 15 
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THE WINDOW BY THE ELM 


To Isabel 


LOVE the season best when the flower is on the elms— 
The bloom of faithful promise which never overwhelms— 
The hopes hung out of June days and autumn’s richer dower,— 
I love the season best when the elms are red with flower. 
I love the little window that looks out on the west, 
From which we see the elm-tree—the shelter of our nest— 
In days before the green leaf, adorn’d from tip to ground 
With clustering crimson blossom as each spring marches round. 


I love our little window, deep-splay’d within the wall, 

Through which we peer on waking, through which rings Nature’s call— 
The call to haste and paint her, and feed a willing mind 

The more with love for beauty and love for humankind. 


As sunshine and the showers bring blossom to the tree, 

I fain would fill my sketch-book for the children and for thee— 
And this means more than ornament, yea, means your daily bread ; 
And, maybe, ye ’Il remember that elm when I am dead. 


10.4. 14 


Old Farmhouse, Cramond Bridge. 


THE EMPTY MARROW-BONE 


H! a bone was a banquet, 
One crust was delicious, 
In times when the vicious 


Brush’d all the good things from our feet ; 
When we needed the warmth of a blanket 
In depth of the winter, 
And dreaded to enter 
The door of our home in the street. 
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Look ! a bone without marrow, 
Kept for more than six seasons— 
For melancholy reasons— 
To bring back the days of that feat— 
When we fared not so well as a sparrow, 
Yet watch’d like a sentry 
And toiled by the entry 
To hold what was ours in the street. 
12.10.14 


OUR REREDOS TREE 


[Being the title given by me to a sycamore tree, seen through the 
east window of the temporary church, Davidson's Mains, 
Midlothian] 


TS lovely leaves they are green—of the 
greenest green, 
Its boughs are grey —the greyest of 
grey ; 
And the golden sun glints through yon 
sycamore tree 
As we kneel in prayer on this Sabbath 
day ; 
And that sunlit form—our Reredos tree— 
Seems the holiest screen of screens to 
me. 


God can give a wondrous grace and an endless lustre 
All His own to whatever He handles ;— 
Not a touch of man is seen in that perfect tree, 


And the light of the sun burneth brighter than candles. 


So the sunlit form of our Reredos tree 
Seems the holiest screen of screens to me. 


18.2.11 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE ROTHA 


ACH field, each track, and every crag 
On every mountain far and near, 
Was known to one whose body rests 
Where runs the Rotha to the mere. 


Painful that day for Grasmere folk, 
When all in grief assembled there 
To see a man so good laid low, 
Where runs the Rotha to the mere. 


He knew that ‘man was made to mourn ’— 
He had himself shed many a tear ; 

But smiles would brighten up his face 
Where runs the Rotha to the mere. 


Not Nature only from the fells 

Could touch his quickened eye or ear, 
But little children as they passed, 

Where runs the Rotha to the mere : 


No one loved children more than Wordsworth ; 
Their mirth and laughter chased the fear 
Of death and sorrow from his dwelling, 
Where runs the Rotha to the mere : 


The heart of every cottage child 
To him was sweet and very dear, 
. Its simple pleasures soothed his soul, 
Where runs the Rotha to the mere ; ; 


He loved to watch it as it grew 
And mark its progress year by year ; 
And many a one he called his friend 
. Where runs the Rotha to the mere. 


The outside world could ne’er forget 
A man so great and so sincere :— 
And that is why the dead still breathes 


Where runs the Rotha to the mere. 
13.5. 16 10 
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LIBERTY IN LOVE 


‘He may love all, so that he loves me too. Who would 
monopolise a poet’s heart large as the universe?’ 


And in my soul am free’ ; 
And yet I’ve given my love to one, 


l| STILL have ‘freedom in my love 
Since hers is given to me. 


’Tis said that angels in heaven alone 
Enjoy such liberty ; 

But I, no angel, here below 
In love feel just as free. 


x And why ?—I’ve learnt to love but one, 
Who sa Karke cocn, UV And she has loved but me ; 
Lowpratiwto lov m.o5t" By loving one I love the rest, 
SERA Om Sy Catal Cap ene a ee And so love liberty. 
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UNFEIGNED LOVE 


ROM memory’s page no love can pass that was 
Unfeignéd and devout ; 
No new love, howsoever deep, can cast 
The old completely out. 


As scent of rose-leayes penetrates a chamber 
Even if their life hath gone, 

So sweetest thoughts of thee, passed out of sight, 
In me shall linger on. 


25.9.09 
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CARDS AND WINE 


O listening heart for me is thine ; 
Thy tastes are luxury, cards and wine. 
And so ye lead the Stranger’s life, 
Leaving me here alone—but still thy wife. 


Twice having left me So, in vain : 

Ye may return to me again— + 

My heart is this time broken—dying— 

And ’neath a graye-stone ye will find me lying. 


But should ye come, look on my stone 
And know I loved ye as my own, 

And loved none else in all my life ;— 
And ye may love the memory of thy wife. 


Yet, if thy heart be hardened still, 

And no sad tears thine eye can fill ; 

That I was thine, and ye were mine, 

Forget—but oh! restrain thy taste for wine. § 
31.1.16 


THE ELECTRICITY OF LOVE 


F not the face I love, 
To aid me in my daily labour, 
The thought of it must sometimes come : 
I care not whether brush or sabre2< 
The weapons we must wield 


Should e’er be dipping deep in love. 


For how, without that love 

To drive in hope and sheer resistance, 

How can a spirit’s wheel fly round ? 

I cannot clash with my existence ; 

So, for thy sake my weapon shall 

For e’er be dipping deep in love. 

23.1.16 
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KING EDWARD. VII. LYING IN STATE 


ITH national grief our souls expand ; 
Ourselves from idle play we tear, 

Spurred by a deep but just emotion ; 

Led by a loyal and true devotion 

Into the heart of our British land— 
The storied Hall of Westminster— 

Straightway we join the countless band 
To see our late King lying there. 


ok * * * * * 


"Twas there we saw the catafalque 
Of plain and unadornéd wood, 
Clothed with a shroud of broidered Satin, 
On which King Edward’s coffin stood. 


On this lay draped the silken folds 
Of the Royal banner ; and above, 

The jewelled Crown and Orb and Sceptre— 
Fit emblems of his rule of love. 


And at the coffin’s head a chaste 
Processional Cross, upright in view 

(To symbolise his sworn religion), 
O’er gold-tailed, purple plush prie-dieu. 


Here, too, four gentlemen-at-arms ; 

And on either side the bier, bay-wreathed 
Two officers of the Grenadiers, 

Each with a hand on sword unsheathed. 


’ 


And at each corner of the dais, 
A stalwart Yeoman of the Guard : 
And at the foot, bronze-like, a Ghoorka 
Of the King’s Own Native Bodyguard. 


* * * * * * * * 
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Thousands will call to mind that day— 
Thousands were there from morn till night, 
Thousands haye stood austere and voiceless 
To view that restful scene, and noiseless 
Have passed upon their saddened way, 
The better for the solemn sight— 
Resolved to love more, come what may, 
Their God and King with all their might. 
May 19, 1910. 


A CORONATION ODE 


Lines written for a School Treat 


COTLAND’S happiness to-day 
Is the Coronation. 
Leaving sorrow out of the way, 
Join the jubilation ' 
Every care cast into space 
With this explication— 
GEORGE THE FIFTH WITH KINGLY GRACE 
CARETH FOR THE NATION. 
We are here, though he is there, 
With a prelibation 
That he ’ll always do and dare 
For our conservation. 
Join, then, in the jubilation 
For a glorious coronation. 
10 a.m., 22.6.1] 


KING GEORGE AN’ HIS AIN* 


VERY blazon’d coat engraved, 
Every handkerchief that waved, 
Every British flag that fluttered, 
Every cheer his subjects utter’d— 


* Lines conceived at the ancient Moubray House, High Street, during their 


Majesties’ progress through the city of Edinburgh. 
15 
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Breath’d from out that human forge 
Of love and loyalty—was a message 
Proffer’d by the glowing heart, 
On each and every Scottish part, 
To their monarch, Good King George. 


Every turn and every look, 
As each welcome hand he shook, 
Every smile that left his carriage, 
Bright as bridegroom’s after marriage— 
Adding fuel to their forge— 
Was a clear and certain presage 
Of the warmth of regal heart, 
On his truly English part, 
Of their monarch, Good King George. 
18.7.11 
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GENIUS IN ART 


HE training of painters makes many to 
spare— 
Painters are plenty ; artists are rare. 


A temperament’s needed before art is 
worn— 
The gift of creating ’s a genius born. 


Many there are who will wave the 
‘red flag,’ 

And the man that’s uncultured will 
swallow the brag. 


Genius never could call out a lie, 
Genius waits for the comer to buy : 


Professional posture is only the man— 
Art was in artists before they began : 


Creators are quiet, with art planted deep, 
Leaving posterity harvests to reap. 


Second-hand paintings are frequently seen ; 
First-hand from Nature—how few there have been ! 


Critics pick genius bare to the bone— 
Few will live long by their own meat alone. 


Linking traditions of art to your own 
Is not robbing part of the chain that has grown : 


Tinged with tradition a work is improved ; 
Much of one Master, the merit ’s removed. 


Artists and painters may struggle and fall, 
But genius for ever remains on the wall. 
7.5.16 
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THE DIVINE PAINTER 


IS art is never done: 
That all may own His power 
He gilds the golden sun, 
He silvers every star, 
“He paints the wayside flower.’ 


*Tis He that warms the heather 
With colour of purple wine ; 

The tiniest wild-bird’s feather, 
The ore of the deepest mine, 
Is tinged with paint divine. 


And the green of the mountain tops, 
The red of the muscadine, 

The gold of the ripening crops 
And gentian sapphirine, 
Are brushed with a touch divine. 


His pigments touch each heart ; 
And all acknowledge them 

The crowning point of art— 
That cherished diadem 
Replete with many a gem. 


All praise to Him who makes them 
With wondrous, perfect art ; 
All praise to Him who paints them 
To please the thankful heart. 
1.10.11 


19 


RAEBURN’S METHOD 


Echoing from a now silent Sitter 


E took his palette and his brushes, 
Retreated gracefully step by step— 
(No damned professional rushes, 
As if I were some demirep !)— 
Looking the while me through and through, 
Then with his paints a space he drew. 


And while he paints by broader masses, The others—asses !—as they can 
Shove in a myriad splashes, To give us more the form of man; 

And in their ignorance—half-blind— 

Mislay in detail all the mind. 


1.5.12 


WHISTLER’S ART 


Inscribed to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Pennell 


HISTLER’S the blade (all else in shade) 
To please the changing people, 
Who pulled him down, and called 
him clown, 
Then popp’d him on a steeple ! 


He’d heed no schools with rotten rules— 
He sketch’d all day for pleasure ; 

With random paint, without restraint, 
He limned a nation’s treasure.* 


‘Flinging a pot of paint,’ or not, 
He ’ll work no more—no, never ; 
But by his rule the New Art School 

Was born to last for ever. 


4.9.12 


* “Battersea Bridge,’ purchased for 2000 guineas. 
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A VISION OF ‘ARMOUR’ 
AT NORWOOD, ALLOA 


SAT in a tapestried corner half asleep by a glowing fire, 
With the book on my knees of old Beckford* that had brought 
me my soul’s desire. 
The room I was in was the smoke-room in the home of a sports- 
man at heart, 
The windows were all of them latticed, and the whole of it sayoured of 
art. 


I was dreaming of rare compositions carried out by a master’s hand A 
I had visions of fairy-land colour—the schemes of the best of a band 
That has painted for ages and ages the work and the fun of the chase, 
And buried the science of hunting in the breast of a sport-loving race. 


Just a single soft light. from a burner fell gently oyer my head, 
And lit up a plate of this artist by the page of an author dead... 
I arose from dreams of perfection to swear that, With infinite pains, 


I too would be even with ‘ Armour ’—if he'd lend mé helm full of brains! 
2.2.12 


* Beckford’s ‘Thoughts upon Hunting,’ a new edition, illustrated by 
G. D. Armour of ‘Punch’ fame. 
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THE BLACK ‘BIRD’ OF SWANSTON 


To the Honble. Lord Guthrie, with a sketch of the same 


$ ONGLESS Swanston spirit !— 
“Bird thou never wert ?— 


What on earth ’s the merit 
In thy wooden heart, 
Propp’d on a curious cage of mediaeyal art ?' 


ANSWER 
“Mute as wood and black as Hell, 
I’m the guardian of this bell ;— 
Children rather hear its roar than 
Any sound within the dell ; 
Night and day I do no more than 
Guard Lord Guthrie's dinner-bell, 


“Maids who come and ring the bell 
Say I’m sad and never tell 

Why I never take to wing and 
Go back to my home in Hell, 

Why I’m tongueless and don’t sing and 
Leave to them the dinner-bell. 


“ But to you Ill break the spell— 
Fate has fixed me to this bell, 

Can’t they see I’m blind and legless ?— 
How can I get back to Hell ? 

To attempt it would be reckless. a 
Now, my good sir, fare thee well!? > 


9.4.16 
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ROOKS AND THE ORNITHOLOGIST 


HO hasn’t watched the rooks at morning fare, 
Where birds as well as men may reap a 
goodly share ? 

We’ve seen their black backs silver’d with 
the sun, 

And clapp’d our hands and made ’em one 
by one 

Spring up with graceful sweep into the 
skies— 

Who says rooks don’t exult in exercise ? 
Looping-the-loop is nothing to the ride 

Of rooks that ‘ spire and coil and cut and glide 

And tumble in the air ’—nor acrobat 

Nor battle-plane can play a game like that ! 

The farmer joys to see ’em in the air ; 

Upon the land his motto is ‘ Beware !’ 

But where be we without a corbie’s caw— 

Without a rookery >—He disna knaw 

(And doesn’t care either—ornitholo- 

gists are nought to him). 


2.5.18 


NATURE’S ECONOMY 


WHITETHROATS AND WAGTAILS 


ITH bluffing plumage and with agitated tail, 
He’d pluck the bristles from the pigs on which he’d 
\ \ sail ;% 
And when the Whitethroat’s lined his nest, in joyous 
song 
He ’ll trill his ‘ Lee-lee-lee-lee-lee ’ the whole day long, 
And boldly mock by night the Wood-owl’s eerie wail. 
24 
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We've watched a pretty sight—a nimble wagtail close 
Beside a grazing sheep, which picked from off her nose 
The flies. Thus the feeder, freed from torment, gratis gaye 
What fed on her as food to feed a bird so braye— 

A fellow sympathy between the two—who knows ? 


2.1.16 


MY GARDEN ROBIN 


AST night a low and meditative lay 
Broke on my ear when I was bent on 
pleasure— 
On pleasure, as I thought (it ended differ- 
ently). 
To listen long I did not choose to Stay, 
But hurried on to meet a friend (?) at play. 


And what’s my garden robin’s song to-day? 
His cheerful notes, so clear and confident— 
The very essence of his life and passion— 
Now come to hold me in their welcome sway, 
And hide the memory of an ass’s bray ! 


14.5. 16 


VOICES FROM THE FARMYARD 


To a young friend from the town 


HAT are the sounds I’ye heard in May ?— 
The disgustful yell of a cat by night ; 
The piercing bray of an ass by day, 
The gobble-gobble of a turkey fight ; 
The shock of a peacock’s grating note, 
The clanking voice of the goose ; 
The winning neigh of a nanny-goat, 
The yap of a dog let loose ; 
D 25 


The quack on land 
Of the ducks in a band, 
The chattering drake 
Coming over the lake ; 
The clarion crow of the cocks, 
The perpetual low of the ox ; 
A short-horn ‘ moo’ 
And a horse’s shoe, 
The grunt of an old fat sow, 
The bark of a bow-wow-wow ; 
The ‘ ba-ba-ba’ of sheep in a pen, 
The ‘ clock-clock-clock’’ of a common hen ; 
The ‘ coo-r-r-r-coo’ 
Of the gentle doo, 
The twittering sound of the six-day chicks, 
Echoing back from the barley-ricks :— 
These are the sounds I’ve heard in May, 
Some of the sounds you ’ll hear to-day. 
May-day 1915, 
Old Farmhouse, Cramond Bridge. 


THE RUINED CORN-MILL 


ONCE knew a mill on the banks of a brook, 
Unglazed were its windows and bare were 
its walls ; 

But I loved the old mill with its desolate 
look, 

More precious to me than the gayest of 
Halls. 

‘No longer the wheel lashed out at the 
water, 

Where the wild things would come to 
enhance it by day, 

And grey were the bricks and green was 
the mortar 

That once was as pink and as white as the may. 
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The old mill was dusty no more with the meal 

When I watched, long ago, for the brown trout to rise— 
It was there where I lingered and fingered a reel, 

And there where I sometimes would land a surprise ; 
There too I shot mallard, and once bagged a bittern, 

And more than one snipe bowed down to my aim. 
—Ye may go with your rod and your gun over Britain, 

But nowhere as there will ye find sport the same. 


22.2. 16 
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THE BURNING QUESTION OF BOOKS x 
‘Still take advice; though counsels when they flye 
At random, sometimes hit most happily.’ 


R. Herrick. 


ITH ne’er the slightest turn of spite or rage, 
But with his usual courtly grace, 
Thus Rosebery spoke at Bishopsgate, 
Upon the Glasgow burning question 
Of books, that led to so much prate :— 
“To free yourselves from rank congestion, 
You still should take my bold suggestion, — 
Yet, save the look of a dying deer 
No more pathetic sight is there 
Than the plaintive look 
Of a burning book. 


“And while you watch its blackening foliage, 

You mark the margin of each page 

Curl gently over with a logk 
Of sad reproach, ere it expires. 

But sf¢i// you haye the cast-off book, 
Since, so it seems, the hottest fires 
Cannot consume your bound-up quires— 

The margin ’s lost, 
The text ’s intact ; 

You ’ve still the book 
To counteract.’ 


8.11.11 
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‘BOOKS AND THE MAN’ 


[Lines written after hearing Sir Gilbert Parker’s address to the members 
of the Philosophical Institution, Edinburgh, November 1, 1912.] 


Great maker of that host 
Of maxims, by a railway-bookstall ! 
Or peerless Chaucer’s ghost 
A-wandering round Carnegie’s dozens 
Of Libraries, where most 
Of the volumes seen are dead or dying, 
Save only those that cost 
The authors pen and ink and paper, 
. To wit the trash—the post- 
Haste written rubbish of the novel— 
Spaced at’ the public cost ! 
The rush, the swirl, the motor-movement 
Of this our modern life— 
Suggested by the very covers— 
Would cut them like a knife. 
They would not ‘ bide a wee,’ but rather 
Set fire to every room, 
Letting the worthless contents frizzle ; 
Then—back to fill the tomb ! 


| a: Ani’s shade from Egypt, 


BOOKS FOR LEARNING, NOT SHOW 


T is not books we’re asked to see 
Well bound ‘ doth make man better be’ 
(As shown in yon old mansion doom’d to change 
Its hands), ne’er read or opened—oh, how strange ! 
Ten yolumes on one shelf 
Digested by myself, 
Although my own for but a year, 
Were worth ten thousand seen elsewhere. 
May wisdom from a few old tomes be mine— 
And blow the thousands at the home of Swine ! 
21.7.14 30 
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THE ARTISTS AND POETS OF MY 
CHOICE 


HE Artists I like best are these, 
| Who paint the essence of the things 
They see—the Spirit there, 
Expressing Nature’s show 
Of wondrous detail as they please ; 
Who love the mystic Strings 
Of Art, concealing care, 
And let their skilful brushes go. 


The Poets I like best are those 
Who tell of happier days, of likes 
Begotten by a smile ; 
Or but a painless crown 
Of easily enduréd woes— 
Young, yielding, amorous spikes 
That prick not wound the while— 
The produce of a short-lived frown. 


27.1.18 


A-POET TO A PAINTER 


. I I were you and you were me, 7s 


. 


A painter would a poet be.’ 
—‘ And a poet a painter,’ murmured she. 


Why mar thy life by searching after 
The grain that others sow ?— 
Why idly waste the precious, fleeting moments, 
To let a few words flow 
That friends may know 
Thou ’rt poetless, and growing daft and dafter ? 
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Let poets pen their thoughts and passion, 
When they are in request ; 

But thou—cling tight to thy unrivalled calling ; 
Do thou thy level best 
To beat the rest, 

Holding thine own by some resistless fashion. 


Paint when the painting spirit moves thee, 
Yea, whether it does or not,— 
Thy worst result on canyas, sure, is better 
Than this thy rhyming rot, 
So soon forgot— 
Or thou mayst lose the friend who dearly loves thee. 


Lend me the half of what thy sense 
Must know of blending paint, 
Such harmony in picture would I conjure 
I’d then, sinner or saint, 
By no constraint, 
With painting words soon utterly dispense. 
16.11.12 


A CHRISTMAS-CARD POET'S 
REFLECTION 


CE and snow in days of fire !— 
In dreams of winter I perspire, 
Singing for the Christmas trade 
With eighty-something in the shade ! 
At my elbow blocks of ice— 
Such to July poets are priceless ; 
When these blocks depart I’m iceless. 
Poems by me written twice— 
Heaven help me! three times twenty 
All on Yule-tide—isn’t it plenty ? ‘ 
To write of snow seems nice and cool— 
Thinking so just shows the fool,— 
And I’m the fool for wasting gravy, 
Roasting here with never a slayey— 
32 
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None to shift the spit and save me 
And spare the little wit God gave me. 
Skimming down my ruby face 
Drops of sweat together race,— 
Shall I laugh, or shall I cry ? 
Am I daft because I try 
To dream of winter in July 7>— 
Come the real thing, or I die! 
15.7.14 


WALTER CRANE 


(b. 1845, d. 1915) 


ESIGNER, socialist, and poet, 
He knew the use of leisure, 
And knew that others too should know it— 


If life’s to be a pleasure. 

No man must bear a ceaseless burden,— 
No man he knew could do it ; 

And Crane would see he got his guerdon, 
Or may be some would rue it! 

The motto that controlled his actions— 
A pattern strong, not sabre— 

He always told the heated factions 
Would gain the day for Labour. 

Enjoying comfort, peace and art, 

That ’s how he lived to play his part. 


OF WALTER CRANE 


O platform agitator—one 
Dissatisfied who howls revolt ; 
But just a keen creator, one 


Who sees the door and draws the bolt— 
The door that leads to life’s redress, 
Hating what’s ‘born of idleness.’ 
15.3.15 
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ROBERT BURNS 


E breathed his first breath in the wnter 
| His last departed in the summer, 


When storms beset the place ; 


With the sun upon his face. 


A poet doomed to more than pleasure— 
Ah, with the rose the rue !— 

*Gainst odds that all but he would yield to 
He fought his whole life through. 


Better be 


born and live in poverty 


And earn eternal fame, 
Than live and thrive and die in luxury, 
Leaving but just a name. 
For wealth with idleness he spurns, 
Who ’d emulate poor Robert Burns. 


3.9.15 


ROBERT BURNS'S SMILE 


URNS 
Ny And when occasionally he did , 
The 


The sad reflections which he hid : 


His grief 


seldom smiled when quite alone ; 
smile—we know—was to postpone 


lay deep, yea, very deep, 


Lay with him till the end ; 
But he labour’d on, asham’d to weep, 
Taking what God would send. 


The smile he wore in company 
Was oftener but a mask athwart 


His face, 


to cover up what he 


Was hiding in his swollen heart :— 
An innate bravery made him bold, 


Amid 


st a winning lively throng, 


To cast his cares away untold 
And lose himself in song. 


15.7.11 
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SONNET 
CARLYLE, IN A NUTSHELL, ON BURNS 


IS the hunter laughs when thorns run through 
his hide ; 
As the lion, shaking dewdrops from his 
mane, 
Doth bound him forth victorious over 
them ; 
He too shakes sorrows gallantly aside. 
What stamps the man was seen in col- 
loquy ;— 


(\\s \ A generous valour and uncouth down- 
%| < rightness, 
'§ Li’ Us , SSS A pitying soul, domestic joy and bright- 
ness, 


And—chiefest of them all—SINCERITY. 
Laconic emphasis with modesty ; tf feelin, 
Loud floods of mirth ; soft wailings of afftietion : S45 
These all were Burns’s, with a calm reflection ; 
So in his life, so in his poetry, 
Than plodding Robert Burns—go where we can— 
Where shall we find a better gifted man ? 
January 1911 


A REPLY TO GORDON °* 


“And I believe the devil's voice 
Sinks deeper in our ear 

Than any whisper sent from Heaven 
However sweet and clear.’ 


AY not this, for if thou mean’st it 
Life for me is quite undone - 
Say, the voice from Heaven is sweetest, 
Then for me my life may run. 
10. 1.16 


* Adam Lindsay Gordon, the ‘poet-laureate’ of Australia, who took away his own 
life with a revolver. -y ee yon Yunr 2asnqiso. 
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SIR HENRY JAMES, O.M. 
(b. 1843, d. 1916) 


E lived his life in a myriad books, 
This man of peace, of thoughtful looks : 


To court the crowd, as Browning would, 
Was not his wont—he never could, 
So loved he Tennysonian solitude. 


29.2.16 
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DETOUR OF AN ASS DOWN 
CRAIGIE HALL GLEN 


HURRYING moon, once bright, is now 
veil’d o’er 

By darkening clouds ; a south-west wind 
has risen, 

And augurs badly for the night. . . . 
Only a mile to go, but such a mile 

On such a wild, dark night in such a 
drear 

And dangerous spot! Companionless, I 
step 

Ahead, and down a winding drive between 
Some agéd beech-trees bending from the 
blast, 

Until I reach the bridge that crowns the Glen. 

And here I stand. The storm is at its height. 

Can I in after years forget these sounds ?>— 

Loud murmur from a thousand swaying trees, 

A deafening roar of rushing waters hurled 

Beneath the bridge, the crash of riven boughs, 

The spattering rain upon the sullen rock ! 

Pitch-dark the night, save for a flash of light/ning 

That now and then illuminates the path, 

And each flash followed by a peal of thunder,— 

The very bridge of whinstone seems to rock . 

But ’tis the bridge of Hope *—and not of ‘ sighs,’ 

So ‘forrad on’! I press me down the Glen, 

What seems, forsooth, a fathomless abyss— 

Oh for a pilot, one to cheer me on! 

Flash after flash of light/ning, peal on peal 

Of thunder—Crash ! a bough falls at my feet, 

Missing by one hair’s breadth the only hope 

I have of bread—my pan of brains with which 

To earn it. Gad! what’s that? I’m up against 


/ * Erected by the Hon. Charles Hope-Weir in 1757. 
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Some giant pile of stone and mortar—no, 
It’s just another bit of honest Hope— 
An empty pedestal to beautify 
The Glen—and nearly knock a man’s skull in ! 
And now I’m off my feet a-rolling down 
The bank to be with Venus—where she was, 
I mean, for here’s another empty stand. 
But I am on my feet once more—oh, damn ! 
It’s this time knee-deep in the old mill-race— 
When sha// I see the end of this abyss ? 
Another flash of light, and I am up 
The bank and on the track. Another peal 
Of thunder—Hell ! I’m in the race again, 
Upon the other side, head first this go, 
And dank and foul that dip! But here !—what’s this ? 
A something soft and woolly—Lord ! it moves, 
It kicks !—my shin! Another flash of light— 
Oh, ears !—it’s you, good Ladas—Alec’s friend, 
And mine. And now I know this Glen is not 
So fathomless as first I thought, home’s close 
At hand. And had I stuck to yon hard road 
I’d never got a ducking deep, nor met 
An ass—nor been one! 

8.2.14 


THE HOLLY HEDGE, CRAIGIE HALL 


HESE hollies with the wall a form 
As of an arbour take, 
; A long low bower of evergreen, 


Through which a thousand folk have been 
To note its curious make. 


’Twas in this secret holly bower, 
Five miles from ‘Enbro toun,’ 
The happy thought on a Sunday morn 
Of sketching Craigie Hall was born 
One lovely day in June. 
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‘The better the day, the better the deed’ ; 
I left the arbour’s shade 
To find a spot whereon to stand 
And limn the ‘ pearl’ of this fair land,— 
And here’s the sketch I made. 
20.6. 13. 


SONNET 
CRAIGIE HALL GLEN 
To the Memory of the Hon. Charles Hope-Weir, F.R.S. 


wa] ONG as the path we tread is grown with 
grass, 
Long as the trees are there for us to pass 
And perk-ear’d squirrels wave on high their 
brushes 
And through a myriad leaves the coney 
rushes ; 
Long as the evening sun can tinge yon 
russet glade 
With streaks of gold to illume the purple 
shade ; 
Long as the rustic bridge, o’ergrown with 
fern and moss, 
Stands strong below the falls for us to cross, 
And gives us from on high that crowning view 
Of the grot, deep in its nest of elm and yew, 
There ’ll always be a thankful few to praise 

The name of one * who made the Glen his care,— 
Not only for his own grey-headed days, 

But all who are indulged to wander there. 


June 1913 


Wort 
* The Hon. Charles Hope-Weir (Vere), second son of the first Earl of Hopetoun, who 
laid out the grounds and planted trees all over the estate between the years 1730 and 1790. 
Lord Rosebery now owns Craigie Hall. 
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A CURE FOR INFLUENZA 


To Charles H. Backhouse, Esq. 


Y excuse 
For not writing to thank 
For the goose 


Is—to tell you point blank— 
Influenza. 


I’min bed, 

With strong pills being cramm’d, 

Nearly dead 

With bronchitis and damn’d 
Influenza. 


Many thanks 

For that goose, and, be sure, 

Many thanks 

From us all—it might cure 
Influenza. 


December 1907 


TO AN APRIL MIDGE 


HE up-and-down movement of midges, 
Like so many puppets at play, 
*Neath the arches of both Cramond Bridges 
Is an omen that brings a good day. 
Then, bravo! ye dipterous fighter— 
Ye brave little miniature gnat, 
I forgive ye for being a big biter 
And take off my hat. 


The cold that has frosted the arches, 
The winds that haye blown o’er each bridge 
In the worst of all miserable Marchs 
Are worse than the nip of a midge ! 
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O merciless insect, I love ye 
And bless the return of your bite !— 
I now know the blue sky ’s above me 
And feel the sun’s might. 
15.4. 16 


THE LAUGH tT 


SILLY titter and a thoughtless giggle, 
A short dry laugh and fiendish sniggle, A 
Are what we most detest. 


Some laughs are loud—smiles may be sweeter ; 
Some laughs are low, seeming discreeter ; 
Yet, both may bring us rest. 


4 eta A haat G 
But a’ hearty roar of genuine children’s laughter, x< 
Bringing good fellowship thereafter, 
Is what we like the best. 
29.2.12 


THE JOY OF LIFE * : 


UCH work that’s hard and true, man 4 
Some play that’s fringed with sense . 
The love of one good woman— 


And the joy of life’s immense. 
18. 1.16 


THE ORANGE PIG 


To my first-born 


N orange, knived with brain, 
I use in pig-creating, 
When I feel partic’lar sane— 


Which I’m not ashamed for stating, 
As it gives the pig no pain. 
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Here is an orange boar— 

The earliest I remember, 
The first you ever saw, 

When you met me in December 
With a Fothergillian roar. 


A boar without the beans, 

A clever notion taken 
From my father in my teens, 

Who had made such orange bacon 
For all his thirteen weans. 


Who first saw pigs in fruit— 

The fruit they spurn to gather ? 
The one who was so cute 

Was your good great-grandfather— 
Thank God! he made ’em mute i 


Grandsire and sire and I 
Have carved as many porkers 
As squeak beneath the sky ; 
So—what with other talkers— 


They might have made me die ! 
11.5.13 


To David W. Gunn, Breeder of the famous ‘Craigcrook Kings.’ 


CAN beat you hollow at breeding a pig,— 
Believe me or not—I don’t care a fig : 
I can bring forth a sow in the space of a minute, 
As like to your own as donkey and jennet, 
With long head and long ears and a tail with a curl, 
The envy of every man, woman and girl. 


The best of my pig is, it hasn’t a tummy— 

It never needs feeding—it ’s only a dummy. 

Only give me an orange, and Ill make you a pair 

That ’ll pay you to show—they go free of fare. 
31.5.13 
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- OUR TEA-POT STAND 


Impromptu to the Rey. A. G— 


UR teapot stand of ancient pot— 
His Satanic Majesty in blue! 
The tea sits there to keep him hot 


And give the Divil his due ! 
30.1.14 


IMPROMPTU 


A NORTH BERWICK FRAGMENT 


HAT strikes me most here, is— 
The blueness of the sea, 
The scatcity of tree, 


; The whiteness of the Bass, 
The blackness of the Law, 
The greenness of the grass 
And the caddies skreighin’ ‘ Fore !’ 
12 a.m., 30.6.14 


THE OLD FAMILY PEW IN THE 
GAL ILJBIRA?Z © Dae CORT HO = “Am tommadions S4att i 1K 


’D rather it than any new, 
What though they say I sin— 
A grand old pew, that upper pew 
Of yours, to slumber in! 


When caustic minister sets forth 
Our duties for the day, 

And curses us for all he’s worth— 
I’d rather sleep than pray ! 

| 10.10.15 
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IMPROMPTU 


To a wee cupboard thief 


: HE scone is gone,— 
I wanted one ; 
And now I’m done, 


You naughty ’un ! 
19.2.16 


HEAVEN THE HAPPIEST HOME 


[Spoken impromptu, and in play, to my wife on my forty-sixth 


birthday] 
T Forty-six I kick the pricks 
Of never-ending woes ; 
At Forty-seven I hope in heayen 


To find me on my toes ; 
At Forty-eight—if not too late !— 
I’ll send ’em down for you ; 
At Forty-nine, without a whine 
We ’ll live on rose—not rue ! 


13.5. 14 


IMPROMPTU 


Whispered in a friend’s ear in Church 


HAT man there deep in prayer divine 
Last night was deep in whisky— 
One day in holiness he’d shine, 


Another sees him frisky ! 
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TOM HOOD’S PEN $3 5 
+4 
HERE have we found a sharper pen, 2 3 hj 
So full of fun and feeling ? ae 
It never opens far the flesh i cars f 
Unless it leaves it healing : s 34 
A varied pen to give us grief, vs mae 
With gladness coming after,— 3 i $ j 
For when it drains our fount of tears ae WHeS c 
It touches springs of laughter.* { - 45 3 \G 
27.4.16 Cie ‘ ‘ in 
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Ea | 
Poor little Johnny has been in the wars, Es fe kA 3 
Twice he has felt the tingling tawse , 5 \ 8 a Say 
. . . cy c 
For not knowing his French—not for breaking the laws. ran ins } <a Ya 
All I can say is, SS) sta5 \ 
I’d rather be told of his tingle of tawse \y ot LI 
Than hear he felt worse—a kick out of doors ! aay ea 
y¥ry 
February 1913 B22 os ; 
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“As the twig is bent, the tree is inclined’ A DSi 
12S my A 
S the twig was bent on the boy’s behind Sar Res 
An impression was made on his naughty mind,— 4 “SI 
Referring to Theodore Hacking. s pugs {vk 
And never so well was the imprint felt, rts £1 if 
As when over the back of a chair he knelt \y Wee: a 
T . . qe. 
Yo the tune of a birch-rod whacking. Pe ae i 
od sy i2 
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* Douglas Jerrold, a kindred spirit, said of Thomas Hood: ‘His various pen touched Seek Cad We 
alike the springs of laughter and the sources of tears.’ 5 9 eal 
47 its + i} 
emo 
facie 
= i <¢ Jt 
SOs UT Wyse, ertilcey ttn LO Van se Gnas eer) 
CAmAT UWS Gre, Y wink 4“ SEN St ia Dies AIS J lg PREY 
OP <aounts Week Cle-va.3s) whieh aU, AG fPrilaws . — = yb 
—-— | f 2) ely 
pte te eer re ae teed 
WKS  wrneikKe. = A Gaim oa Siey,th 25) 4 ae 
% =a “-~ 
ne he s FA = Oe Hes he pe aat{— ) 2 3 iL > 
Vs CO anne Mae bn S$ Senay t— x res 
One shanulh slay ~ah HD Gp +a Drs maul? eed 2 £52 § 
Wh. wiles « BE Ct o ng Coneregee Darsy 7 WA. hs Man ADH, 5.2 om 
my es 8 ag \ abe A Ke Or. cer ay Strack nw 1K ANS 1 ot of 44's Ve <C 
leper SE ie So ne eva Ree 1 ge ee moe 
tars ov Sree alee tn AGamareal AGe we Z| st) \ 
bade!” wi iret mi Ima «pee mn ey Sy ae ee 
eee ee a eel ea Iwas Cerrians WAR hed KK KE 


a — ea ee ee eee 


ee 


The tawse is no teacher, if hands are awake— 
Hands will generally take what the beam-end won’t take 
Without e’en a wince or a wriggle ; 
And all the impression you ’ye made on the lamb, 
Is the feeling at most that he don’t care a damn 
To the tune of his schoolfellows’ giggle. 
26.2.17 


THE ROD V. EXPULSION 


AKE fiction or take fact, 
Results are just the same : 
The boy who once was whack’d 
Is still prepared for fame. 


We never knew a whacking 
Do worse than make him lame ; 
But we’ve heard of many a sacking 
That robb’d a boy of fame. 
30. 1.16 


A MEMORY OF EDWARD THRING 
(HEADMASTER OF UPPINGHAM 1853-1887) 


HHOUGH Thring could use the rod,* he was not thought unkind : 
Its shock surpassed a double-base untuned 4 
And yet the memory which it ever left behind 


’S ‘a sovereign febrifuge’ to heal the wound. 
2.1.16 


* Every O.U. who had felt ‘Teddy's’ touch in this way, and yet who loved him, as I 
loved him and continue to love his memory, will know that what I have written here is 
true—the mind swust be set at rest, if even for only a few moments, when it recalls the 
greatest disciplinarian of the nineteenth century and feels it was ruled by him. 
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IMPROMPTU 


JOB’S DAUGHTERS 


E’VE looked for beauty, and wanted ’em sound, 
And we've traversed three parts of the globe, 


But in all the land were no women found 
So fair as the daughters of Job.* 
January 1912 


GOING TO THE POLL 


ONEY makes the motor go, 
As the motor makes the yoter go 
Driving to the poll. 


: Money makes the mare go’ 
For all whoever dare go 
Riding to the Poll. 


But here comes Willie Walker, 
That sound old Tory talker— 


A walker to the Poll. 
17.9.12 


“MEUM ET TUUM’ 


CARING crows in the mangels | 
Ho! the old shirt dangles, 
Dangles in the wind. 
Please, observe it’s my shirt—my night-shirt— 
The best once of its kind ! 


* [A compliment paid to a Mr. Job W——s, who had three very pretty daughters, 
and apparently very healthy ones too.| . 
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See his white (?) tails sailing, 
And fat crows on the railing 
, (After they have dined) 
S< ott 1 “( —Meeking, at-yen scarecrow—my night-shirt—~ 
- Dangling in the wind ! 
17.9.12 


POSTAGE-STAMPS AND WHISKY 7 


HE’S feeding fishes in the pond, 
Our mutual friend Gillespie, 
’Bout whom you said she’s only fond 
Of postage-stamps and whisky ! 


Poor Lune !—and so she’s run her race ! 
Whatever stamps and spirit taught her, 
You may be sure it is the case 
She’s fonder still of water. 


April Fool’s Day, 1916 


‘SPOTTED DOG,’ RENAMED 
SPOTTED BITCH 
x 


[A parody on eight lines of Coleridge’s ‘ Christabel,’ the 6th to 13th) 


O-DAY we, seeming rich, 
Have a sugar’d ‘ spotted bitch’ ; 
And maketh answer every tongue 


To the pudding (so far quite unsung). 
Watch how the spots—the sultanas, I mean— 
Disappear, too quick to be seen ! 
List. to the smacking of lip and of tongue— 


And now the pudding ’s gone (and sung) ! 
3.8.15 
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A CLEAN SHAVE AND FRESH AIR 


THE BEST MEDICINE FOR A SINNER 


HEAR the whinings of a craven— 
A man Surpassing mean, 
Who stays at home all day unshaven, 
Instead of nice and clean. 


Why don’t he pull himself together 
And smooth his pointed chin— 

First scrape himself, then breast the weather, 
To purge his soul of sin ? 


January 1918 


IMPROMPTU 


GULLED BY A PARSON 


REYHAIRED—almost grey-witted (?)— 
Is the man we fain had pitied, 
But for his having stooped 


To gamble and be duped 
By a civil, cunning parson. 


For him may fortune mend— 
Though a pity he should spend 
A ‘bob’ on a rogue who knows 
So jolly well he shows 
The faith of petit garcon! 
2.1.09 
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APPLE-PIE AT MACKIE’S 


[Impromptu retort to a mean acquaintance seated at one of 
Mackie’s luncheon tables, Princes Street, Edinburgh\ 


G IXPENCE for apple-pie !— 
Great Scot! that’s devilish high !’ 


*** Sixpence for apple-pie,’’ you say ?>— 
Have you thought what Mackie has to pay 
As rent for his'roomy halls, 

For the paper on the walls 

And paint upon the doors 

And carpet on the floors, 

For the coals upon the fire 

And cooks that must never tire, 

A maid to wait on you at table, 

Where you may sit as long’s you’re able 
With a napkin on your knee, 

As clean as it could be, 

And praise the Lord with all your might 
For giving you health and appetite 

And wealth enough to pay 

To-day 

What seems at first sight high 

For a damned good apple-pie ?’ 


10.9.10 


AT THE SCOTTISH ZOOLOGICAL PARK 


4 WAS here that I made the decision 
To avoid a particular beast,— 
The VICUNA * that spits with precision, 
Not affected with shame in the least ! 


* Lama Vicugna, one of the Llama tribe, which is labelled, ‘ Warninc—this animal 
spits and bites.’ 
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His body ’s called graceful 
Whose name is the GNU 4 
Compared with a racehorse, 
We call him a ‘ screw’! 
And with head like the Divil, 
But not nearly so civil, 
His friends may be counted but few. 


26.7. 16 


GLOVER’S ‘LEONIDAS’ (1737) 


VERY one spoke of it, 
Every one wrote of it ; 
That is the joke of it; 
Here is my note of it :— 


To-day no one reads it ; 
Why did he write it ? 
Nobody needs it, 
Only worms bite it ! 


{No one needs what only worms can digest. Glover's ‘famous Epic of 
Miltonian proportions’ was published by Robert Dodsley in 1737, and by 
some critics of the mid-eighteenth century was preferred to Paradise Lost, 
and praised by Fielding and Lord Chatham.] 


10.7.16 


TO MY OLD ARM-CHAIR 


AST thou not born a century 
Before I saw the light ? 

Yet, twenty years thou ’st carried me 
By day and into night. 


A 4 S oO 
Ces 1 \ bowen i aH A wtrn shat dars 
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Thou ’st stood the strain year after year 
Without a wince or groan, 
And held me up through smart and tear, 
Resting both brain and bone :— 
I would not be the man I am 
Had it not been for thee. 
All I can give’s this epigram 
For what thou ’st done for me, 
Giver of life— 
A second wife. 


Written on my forty-fifth birthday, 
13.5. 13 


‘BETTER A WEE HOUSE THAN NAE 
BIELD’ 


DINNA stay in spacious ha’s— 
My hame’s nae bigger nor a rick, 


oO eae Wi’ four mirk Lothian whunstane wa’s, 
An’, like their tinant, rather thick— 

r @ 2. - , ’ 

ois Ta Ba sii (Thick-set, not 

20.6. 13 


OF JAMES R—.,, ESOQ.,. ILLOGICIAN 


ON man, he annoys me ; for no one can court 
By the turn of his spoke such a stinging retort : 
From the hub of his chatterbox wheel to the rim 
Each spoke he puts in’s badly turned by a Jim. 
2.2.16 
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LETTER TO A MAN WHO OWED ME 
MORE THAN I OWED HIM 


IR— 
At the unwearying elbow of “J. B. B:’ 
(Whoever it is—a he or a she) 


*Twould seem that a spirit of ill might be, 
Prompted to treat me as foxes treat geese, J 
When they rob them of sleep, and then—if you please— 
Take the heart out of life as their passions increase ! 
Most geese have a mistress—and I have one too, 
One who ’ll see I no longer am robb’d of my due: 
She (the Law) deals with debt—tit for tat—one 


30.7. 14 


for you! 


55 


v4 4 ig an ae 


Who has SF nro A taed OY A br Maul t 
Ue tren Ase Dd otn Kua ane / ? 


As f wHiko- oe iE Cami ave me, 
Thies must- yess} PON aoe asa ae ae Whe slide of bad lhrrnug h brcd ary 
Paiste an Ais fru 5 nial: 
A, an 4 
That- his ty der sean tien “eo aya) Uron al c ates 
And Kehr oe 0 hey 
Aw tar oa ee ee emg a (Ce) 


(A =?) és 
4 Homunter Be ve tts 
£ te - SK uo 
Irom Resp aes Siac fota ts Medea sees sure-find Kolisorth—> Shirk, 


Mn SS dsheArs Lue LATE Seats “/ 
ea S miuvtA me Cae gl 

Aha gec ee ak poate nfo eee trsuhs Ko Ks Sbawtn« nek, , 
A See ES me patente 


See ES 


athe Mies aud Sreks ; < 


7a Sa, 
As no hays: noted te Bt heyeas ioe oy, Efove a 
Saas SRE a tres hore. 
UG Cncveeeay Pa) A Chas. - hone, 
Au) Se) rr & 


Nodeaapinnetare baie axlian Sloni aD mor. 
As OSE Oa, 


tno WAI AA , 
5 MH pul %Ee hace fe Onn 5 
Fut. Ahisg, ia) toon hyy freon Aan girl 1X ftitaran erorr : 
LT (n halls stable 
— Aa, fnind Gr be ORE. 
On Mw Ka ht c thbsne? Ag == Ienpl- darn oO eo, 
YD wh Keo eddy a TAN , 


—_ z a oa EO fa Ate Chad Hig 


Line hes Sdauht ¢ ty. Je 
Ve ES i 0 forlon fork CaS 
Jy 


AN Wed 72 90 en ox Gas 5 sil 
iY 


KE Se Mat— $F. Mats , Sati M7, of Xunsmore , La tt 15 Les. nial — he wathed 
J Wy Uxhte — pul bas HG traf WA he wg AL fa- kouty) s of his day vn 1k Mid New) 5. 
7, 


4545 tro Amiaks As an Shep. horse. 


fC MN auson Mors: 
if Vikas Known Sz Pinks win salon , hak 
SN CM Mf trwoak wn of riding Me ray Kx 
a les Law dou se A Mag nn 


/ 
wm LEIS Vee TAY 1572. , thse / was 


fous qian WW “fr - Ce yoge: yi 


Vw Assay Kae Kee a Wis (555 ant sn AM Ht z 
jee he trttle of le karasss su) Ke View he of 4b 


af Aske, art fra pica AWAL 4h yh nes Mh Vir Pra lA, é 


OV pr Ie Liandsu Karouyt, ATL ASL wees Hof, ae . 
Me i BL ae San 


Arvo. 
“MNAKis nr Tuk Le, Pa Ay, do my ruts he 


Bo U 
ie (e 4: he : - con Lt A wn Aes 
adhe Lh % hip) 


A 


64 (ITs L  ; 
Pina apse Fld é stor, one ee oh pues 


Yosom tA Clie 


Shia la Nang Cooks me ary he Coamen 
AK had 0 lbus-bor, toma. bthind L:, 


Vides 28 6M ; 
An) I Le BS a Vfl & 1 foklache” Clin, LEP wh | i 


; reas, Map J 2. ae down Kk Met 
Are fe Ae taHtle a Lap frm oD) WEE ? 


iy a 
Aa Fo lax aU 4 Gauny ons an Wt ee i 
(0 SSE me 2 e , 

Fama (3 2 ae is eG 


| 
fas) ‘ey hein hi tx as Aran As Ary Coat— 

Tn x, Manni te tt. mo kin) ’ 

“Us were! kay TS Haws 


Sr And fic Z 
Sn th; TeawWJll—- A tr f 


4Y OG 


{fru one SVR chit: AL Ast A vy, (oi al ae ‘ 
>) Upea G Vito aeciy Lirpus a 4 
thi Eicher yet ZFS, es wy Cap : — 


$ Fox hun ing eaten 
S S Ye Crks ak hase of my tei 
gS SON cata vy 
_ 5) tn d+taw,5 — ML RA RS = 
OA aStea ee. 
eh ~ na Cure c ae walancho ri 
; 5 ag if ee LOR Pree ha o hay a = 
f af - + “WM, re : 
| ‘i 24 r yes Keno ; 
we enue Srey ets 
- < 


Aran Aw Scot on VW Data. | al \toame 
ee A es Oy of Wo Six Gey 


“hist Acad hina 5 ow hic, | Vale ee 


avr CL 


Wie pr 


— 
(a 


Ge 
Conan 
lh. 
2: 1 22 


Y Slag Fiaws tee, ON) CoE ton 
Sad Me chat tte AW Sawdwiel pedal _ 
Toask-wi? UG an whisk, locku- 
Pp Sulkou, w* Aw UE ahoot— 
om 14 maa Vee (a oo”? snak 
Seats 3 AW collar Gb 
= ie | 63 | Sriscdis Vie:( ia le 
JS i sce a “Pods fot 
Pe aS ehy A 7 tammn tote | 
3 > “UL pf a Yow wi cock seconds Som Wi oot 
Fa eX oi Ruekslun Tics xe aes Eee, oat 
Bt J t ry <x § £ | Raith luck ws( fons Ape A rote 
Pals {75 , Ss (Trin, . 
‘ oe i SOF 3 3 Wickle Hitmas i? beaks a pee ee 
etre) be Leen eter 
(|S (OSs aia wa ames 
Sy - - x — SS 
A al= Fas Cree ia Us f A Ss —= 
pg S gre: Ts NYAS aes 
} Ait < a ” 
ney ae 43 ot " = = ett 
ae is nS mi Waslan, hasten , FUEL a Wes 
£352 Ese Jaknun!s Knok Al his tong 
{ é S § Whvin badin ~arZolion. 2s Usain 
f Gh PN wo 3 \ \ at 25 
\- Y zx ie Drops AS T4 Rs toss. 


- 


OLD RAG OF RED 


To my Father 


UCH a present was sent me this morning, 
That I pictured me four years of age, 
When the spirit of sport was just dawning— 

How I dwelt on that memory’s page ! 

With the days, then, when scarce I could toddle, 

These ‘leathers’ I once more may wed, 

And accept—for a new-.sporting model— 

Your Old Rag of Red. 


I can think of your figure being measur’d— 
Forty inches at least round the chest— 
It was always your strength that you treasur’d, 
Though you always were clad in the best ; 
And I witness the pride of the cutter, 
As he whips out the last bit of thread 
To hear the nice words that you utter 
*Bout your O/d Rag of Red. 


More than forty long years have passed over 
Since I saw you prepared for the chase,— 
And those years were not al/ rose and clover— 
Not a win-as-you-please kind of race,— 
Yet I mind e’en the gilt of each button, 
While I stood by the side of your bed 
And watched every turn as you put on 
Your Old Rag of Red. 


When our lessons were over we’d meet you 
Jogging home on a mud-spatter’d steed, 

With what welcome and gladness we’d greet you 
On our faces you ’d easily read. 

For the ‘love of old loves’ and young frolic 
I have long’d, as I often have said, 

To own for myself that red relic— 

Your Old Rag of Red. 
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I shall value that ‘rag’ and the ‘ leathers’ 
For my den where they ’ll ever remain : 
We can see they ’ve been out in all weathers, 
And were well drench’d with Warwickshire rain, 
And the ‘ bloom’ on the coat and the breeches 
Tell a story of more than one hunt ; 
We see too—by some of the stitches !— 
You rode in the front ; 


For those stains and additional stitches 
An acquaintance with hard-riding mean— 
And a fairly close knowledge of ditches 
Full of mire and water, I ween ! 
To a sportsman this makes them the dearer, 
When he knows that rode in the van: os 
They all go to show thatthe wearer / 
Was once a bold man. 


After all, when the flesh has done working, 
Tears of bliss may as often fall fast, 

As the thoughts in the brain that lie lurking 
Are re-loosened on times of the past. 

I had relics in plenty to start with 
To mind me of living and dead, 

But this one I never can part with— 

Your Old Rag of Red. 
14.1.14 


THE SPLENDOUR OF TULLY 


H, the splendour of Tully !—its Ce and its clover, Stats 
That would take you a week fo tramp it all over, ae 
Harrow’d ever in season and rid of its tares, 

Then sprinkl’d with shorthorns and-scores of good mares. 
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What paddocks! What stables! What gardens so trim ! 
What heavenly pools where the moorhens swim ! 

What transport so quick to the joys of Japan ? 

Yea, there we may say that our heayen began. 


And what of its owner, the Colonel to boot, 

The man that back’d up with his brains every foot ? 
Does he live for himself ? Well—as much for a friend, 
If friend he will honestly be to the end. 


What rattle of rats in those old Tully walls !— 

There ’s company there when none in its halls ! 

I have found it in both, and a cellar not bare 

When the Colonel’s at home and the right fellows there. 


The caw of the rooks, the smell of the peat, 

The ripple of water that wells at our feet ; 

Every tree that thrives round us, each horse and each mare, 
Will dwell in our memory when far from Kildare. 


20.10.14 


‘DANNY’ MAHER’S DEAD HEAT 


[Recalling the famous jockey’s own thoughts during the historic finish of the a 
Eclipse Stakes (£10,000), when he on Lord Rosebery's ‘Neil Gow’ tiedwith Wind-heated. 
Mr. Fairie’s ‘Lemberg.’ *X Maher had said he was ‘desperately anxious to 
win for the greatest sportsman in the land, Lord Rosebery.’ He was riding, 
he said, ‘the funniest horse that any man could ever ride, one which you 
know can win IF he cares to."] 


WO furlongs from home he draws up to the horse, 
The only one left to be beat on the course. ’ A} 
What a maddening anxiety ! (to others sublime4)— £ 
What a strain crowded into some seconds of time ! 
‘Danny’ feels he is hanging, not doing his best— 
Ah! here is the rub—must he still hesitate 
To hit him in dread of his then doing less ?— 
Must he be but a slug ?—is it all but too late ?— 
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He had desperately ridden him with hands and with heels— 
He had made to his senses the best of appeals ; 

So he picks up the whip to just risk it, 

Gives him one lightning cut on the brisket, — 

And now comes the grief that he’s lost him the race 

As he swerves from the whip—no, he puts on the pace, 

In a whirl of excitement they ’re just past the post, 

Head and head, to know who has won and who isPlost: 2H. 
A dead heat !—even that is relief to his ears, 

And he welcomes the verdict ’midst deafening cheers. 


TO MY HUNTER FILLY 


HAVE watched you high on the sky-line, 
I have been at your side by the brook, 
I have followed the ease of your paces 
And admired your thoroughbred look : 
Your sire was the sire of ‘ Ardpatrick ’— 
No gallanter horse for the race 5 
Your dam was the cleverest at polo— 
A treasure with plenty of pace. 


You will be with me only a season, 
Ere you leave for an English shire ; 
I shall love you and hate you and love you 
As I give you the school you require,— 
Your mettle I know’ll be a teager— a 
You ’ve the blood of an Irish line : x 
But when once you have yielded you ’ll go as 
A bottle of old red wine. 
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PRIDE OF PLACE 


[Lines inscribed beneath 4 print of a meet of the Pytchley Hunt} 


’ 


WAS Isaac and the Pytchley Hunt— 
The crew that knew the quickest way 
To fly from field to field 
A record race— 
That in the past had made me say, 
“To no one will I yield 
My pride of place.’ 


John Isaac and the Pytchley Hunt 
Were ‘ thrusters’ in my younger day, 
Who gallop’d with a will 
And knew no fear :— 
I seem to hear them laughing say, 
“No sport without a spill, 
Without a tear.’ 


John Isaac and the Pytchley Hunt 
Of days gone by in memory live 
To keep me in my place— 
A ‘thruster ’ still. 
To each who sees this print I give 
My word the Pytchley pace 


Could cure or kill ! 
11.7.12 


RED COAT AND GREEN COAT 


RED FOR THE FOX 


HETHER red be the coat or green be 


It matters not which—I care not a 
If the 


the coat, 
groat— 
game mean to fly to a country remote. 


Red be the coat ?—Then this be my prayer;— 

Give me the feel of a thoroughbred mare 

With pluck for a gallop and speed to spare ; 
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Bright be the morning, cloudy the noon, 
A scent in the covert, a fox from it soon, 
Loud be the horn and merry the tune. 


Hounds that are fast, hounds that are true, 
Over the grass and through fences a few 
Are nursing the line in November dew ; 


Merrily onward, merrily on, 
Noses near to the ground on the line he has gone, 
On without checking, merrily on ; 


Heads getting higher, sterns falling low, 
Streaming along over pasture¥ and plough— 
Hounds of the Pytchley, ye know how to go! 


Brought to a check and casting anon, 
Catching the scent again, on with their song— 
Merrily onward, merrily on. 


Leaping the drains with the ease of a deer, 
Charging the blackthorn with strength of a steer— 
Hounds of the Pytchley, ye know no fear ! 


No rest in the gorse for this vixen to-night ; 
On, on past the village, and, twisting to right, 
She ’d have turn’d for the brook—but hounds are in sight ; 


She’s nothing to do but turn and defend— 
Nothing to do but wait for the end, 
And give up her flesh for the Pytchley to rend. 


And her fate is the fate of thousands of others 


That have prey’d on the weak and were queens in the coverts— 
The gamest of game of our country-bred mothers. 
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GREEN FOR THE HARE 


REEN be the coat ?—Then this be my prayer :— 
Give me the breath of the Westmorland air, 
Show me the speed of a mountain hare ; 


Early the hour and bright be the skies ; 
Point me the place where the grey hare lies, 
One that will fly for six miles ere she dies : 


pal _Giv€ me the hounds that are cunningly taught, 
ye Such as can stoop on legs that are short, 
Hounds that are best of the harrier sort 4h ) 


Bell-mouth’d and merry, and staying withal, 

Ready to turn and come to one’s call— 

These are the hounds I love to recall ; 

Neither too short, and neither too tall, au - 
Be the horse which you ’d“bgig-me that’s good at a wal) | or } St 
And can jump it where others would certainly fall AVDA 3 


A hunter that’s made with a powerful thigh 
ta¥ To lift him along where the hills are high, 
(ta One too thet travelf with never a sigh. 
7s 


On to her, harriers !—puss is away ! 
Bravely she starts, and well she may— 
Is she not in for a dance to-day ? 


Ringing to right and ringing to left, 
Puzzling the pack till it’s all but cleft— 
Puss is as crafty as hounds are deft ! 


Squatted for seconds, they ’re on her again— 
You could cover them all with a counterpane 
As they merrily hunt her along the lane. 


Into a spinney, on to the grass, 

Up through the turnips quickly they pass 

And over the fence to the broad morass. 
63 
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Turning right-handed, she leads the way 
Down by the Inn where we met to-day, 
The spot where the ‘cry’ had been brought to stay ; 


Over the water, across the moor, 
Hastening like Pegasus from a pursuer, 
With the ‘field’ away back coming fewer and fewer. 


But hounds and the huntsman are now in her sight, 
And my hunter and I struggle on in the flight 
To view her ahead on the breast of the height. 


Eagerly onward, eager they fly, 
Never so much as to turn an eye— 
Eagerly onward, eager we fly. 


Ruses and doubles now out of her mind, 
With never a hedgerow or shelter to find, 


it) “She clings to the hoor with the hounds behind. 


See her hop to the wall—her last chance is found— 
And with one final effort prepare for the bound ;— 


(chic) She misses her mark, jad falls to the ground 


To drop in the teeth of the foremost hound— 


Who-whoop ! Harriers, tear her ! Who-whoop ! 
26.12.19 


BACK TO HILLMORTON 


END me to live in sporting Hillmorton, 
And give me a runaway horse !— 
Was it not there long ago that I bought one— 
To ride with the thrusters, of course ? 
Was it not there that I fought one ? 


Back to the mood that’s harum-scarum ! 
Back to the snaffle and rein 
And to the galloping cattle that wear ’em, 
Back to them handsome and plain, 
And to the blackthorns that tear ’em! 
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Have I not known what it is to ride ’em ?— 
Have I not ridden from birth >— 
Have I not known how to humour and chide ’em ?— 
All I once lived for on earth 
Was to be strong and astride ’em. 
30.12.13 


‘LET SLEEPING DOGS LIE’ 


Y invitation I mounted ‘ The Drum,’ “nd*held him Strong in the 
stubble, 
Till the pulling brute made my fingers numb—but I managed 
to burst the bubble— 
The cheating scheme to down me a peg on an underbred runaway divil 
That had thrown his owner and lamed his leg and never yet learned to 
be civil. 
Cried Sharp, ‘ You can send him at this if you choose—a tidy big place 
as you see.’ 
He tried to refuse, and did refuse—but never again with me ; 
I kneed him tight and I rode him hard at the blindest part of the fence, 
And showed him how and henceforward a fool could be ruled by a rider’s 
sense, 
1 can feel the tug on my fingers yet—he feels it more on his jaws ; 
In a hundred years we shall both forget the bit and the injured paws. 


Now a moral by this :—leaye an old ‘sport’ alone—let him that is 
sleeping lie, 
Or he’ll spring to his feet bringing you and your own down two or more 
pegs by and by. 
26.7. 12 


A HORSE-LOVER’S PENALTY 


SIGHTED her far on ahead, 
In the shafts of a Newington butcher’s yan, 
A mare I knew well, but never the man _ 
Long ago I was told she was dead, 
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The curl and the cock of those ears 

4 Were no other’s, and the carriage of head and the tail ; 
| And as memory flashed back to the day of her sale, 

\ My eyes were welling with tears. 


i : 
I rushed to the side of the mare, 
I looked the old huntress all over and over ; 

A stranger for ages to carrot and clover 
I saw in the bones that were bare. 

| — she sUippidinke fh 
| of hs Muu) Ere iecaamiadbecaeeon the lea, 

5 ar tae — There were none\in the past to outpace her : 
(stile) ~My ‘@aastage’! I longed then and there to embrace her,—- 


| 
| ms She was still ‘the same sixpence’ to me. 


I smoothed down her poor lean neck ; 

Then struggled away with a sigh and a groan 
i To wish—yes indeed—she were once more my own, 
That years-smitten, pitiful wreck. 


17.3.17 


. ° GOOD AT GIVING ORDERS, OR, | 
z THE DAY’S WORK OF A PEER * 


E’S good at giving orders is Farrington the peer, 
As he lounges in his sanctum on a snug ancestral chair. 
i The stud-groom steps in early and stands to hear his will, 


Then shuts the door behind him with orders to fulfil. 


His valet too takes orders to clothe the peer in pink, 
And hastens to the wardrobe, while: the peer puts pen in ink, 


} 

a 

| And scribbles to the parson to dine with him that night, 

j Then jumps into his leathers which are made to fit him tight, 


( As tight below the knee-cap as bell-shaped up above ; 
And Bartley’s boots he lugs on—the boots he’s learned to love ; 
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And when he’s tied his ’kerchief in the smartest hunting knot, 
His valet brings his pink coat and a glass of brandy hot. 


In a trice he mounts a pony, and digs his heels in her 
And hurries off to covert to meet his huntsman there. 


And ‘Tom’ in turn takes orders to draw the Bingley Strips, 
As a groom leads up his hunter, on which he nimbly slips 


And moyes amongst the people who ‘ride to hunt’ that day. 
He hears his whipper’s ‘ Tally’ and sees a fox away. 


When hounds have burst from coyert, with the huntsman in their wake, 
Each looks the fence well over to find a place to take ; 


The peer is first to follow—no one would go in front, 
For he’s good at giving orders to the Farringtonshire Hunt. 


His ‘cattle’ know their business and gallop game and strong— 
They are good at taking orders though they do not get them long ; 


And he himself can sit them at water, rail and wall, 
So he’s bound to be on four legs, for his mounts they never fall. 


He likes a lot of jumping, and loves to give a lead— 
He never loved the crayen or the currish skirter’s creed. 


But an hour’s good running leaves him content and well disposed, 
A happy man for one day, and his hunting then is closed. 


A second horseman meets him with a fresh one on the road, 
And he springs on him and canters straightway for his abode. 


The Castle gates fling openy to receive the gallant pair, 
By a groom the steed is taken, and the peer struts up the stair. 


A flunkey pulls his boots off, and he himself his ‘ breeks,’ 
To get inside a lounge-suit, which he’ll only wear for weeks, — 


For Farrington ’s the man for the tailor’s artful trade, 
And is good at giving orders—though his bills are rarely paid. 
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Then he sits him down to poached eggs, and smokes a long cigar 
In his sanctum till the evening before a roaring fire. 


- But he’s good at giving orders, and the valet knows the time 


When the peer will change for dinner by the ancient hall-clock chime. 


And he dines him with the parson, whose tongue ’s his special forte ; 
And they toast the King and Hunting till they both need some support 
(they haye slipped under the mahogany). 


But he’s good at giving orders is Farrington the peer, 
So he tells the prattling parson to put him on his chair. 


The parson hiccups, ‘No, my lord—(hic !) I’m down below myself— 
If you want to mount the chair again you must get (hic?) up there 
yourself.’ 


So the footmen take his long shanks and the butler takes his head— 
And he gives no further orders till he finds himself in bed. 


January 1909 


68 


At Kan) on Nins-msrensutd Ad) ross 


Come, CM thaw gam coms 


Anes UCR MLE pron 
y aA Dey Virose lay 
Sa for The ie Marsala Dy ten (E— ) 


PeVaa Ce ge 
(yd ther he 5 an? fir Pro Sprarc / 
af yh TAO WLS bile} ro ‘/; aa 
Ven fe ms / ST AAts ast [274T- Aur da) Rain fog 
U tr vinta pe a a 


. , Ci hunct~ 
ANKE. 


/ 
dawn oA le 
a Fre ors 7h, 


c ts 75 tu) Oo uh 5 tay ; 
7 trun okk—ay) ty TD) 
twiiblan 't— 


Atnuy | 
2H wary frrcick 9 0a 20 ‘Cole “thi sk 
TAL 5 a. SIU 44 Kg, “EG, 


“GIG Cotte ase lor 5 aie 
Awd / wi for 9 1 oui ind Httase 
prt Kory Yao: [rrwsutdd ; 
(Es Cozy wad re 
And tan uh far-off Ia, Y tthling Comes ’ 
Aer 9 an Rotot fs rn ed 6 Guile 
Brick MUM tap? ; PEO 


ete. 


1 eee Ml 
/s tht tU Mmoeetl i 
f = if y Teenn7?d, for tun 


i Yeo orgy vo ae 
if “ (Gani He : nclehat{ 


Ge Mr phen My be REA 


. Uremite Ce tee Mit Mors 9 Prat Sosa a 


Cee 
Can Attu Jun - eS) ( 
VOD, f- ieee YUNORA 
— , Prompt ie een 
ADO SD) ——a 
y * Ne Vo seb Ont Said ay Vaiems's Nsaatlion As A Wan’s A man 
| for OES aR ne biwds 


3% ‘ tEhenals ei th twas i th ine goss. C\ w1AQ 
Wis ae MO few ue an Kreumhte at ; yes.) 


ne é ¢ ‘ z - FZ 
TNE-KATSEIR ee 


(Se 


Fre 
sy 


i 


ICIOUS SERPENT, SPITTING POISON ! 

=, MONSTROUS LAND AND WATER DRAGON! 
ORL’ TYRANNOSAURUS, FIERCER STILL , 
REPTILE OF THE MESOZOIC ERA {= 

ALL TMESE WORDS TOO MILD FOR THEE . 


ray ELLISM MUMAN, BREATMING BRIMSTOKE , 
WET STANDING AT THE MEAD OF MAMMALS 
s\ OF A NATION FOOLED TO DEATH £ 
TMOU TMYSELF SMOULD’ST SEE THE SLAUGHTER, 
FEEL IT TOO, AND WRITME IN MELL 2 
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FOOD FOR HELL’S OVEN—THE KAISER 


‘He has sown dishonour, and he shall reap distrust’ 
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F a man’s no love for the life of a man, 


What love will he have for a city ? Van Anil 1 Lager pn AS 
What love for an old collegiate church ?— Mos es «Sup ry ne 
Not an atom, not even his pity ! Yeleces tn HE Lach 
2 Ft howler < hast. 
He may say he has, and a ‘ bleeding heart,’ NARSETEETAN meal aS xe 


When we're near enough fo him to get him ; 
But he’d raze a church and murder a man— 
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His troops to his order haye done all three, 
And the ‘ world and his wife’ must suffer. 


A crayen at heart, as his villainy shows, ae MVNA atone le ache 
The man in himself is a duffer— eae ee. ant) 


ae 


A duffer, a fool, a contemptible wretch, soe 
SE 


Whom the Devil himself couldn’t pardon, - 
But would open his hottest of ovens and there XK 
Make him Lord of his lot and Chief Warden ! 
21.9.14 


THE GERMANS AND THEIR WAR-LORD 


Hitherto we have called destructive barbarians Huns. 
Henceforth they shall be called Germans’ 


a O far their nickname ’s been the Bloody Huns ; 
Henceforth let them retain the name Germans— 
The bloodiest of the two Barbarians. 


Deceit once marked the noble House of Fraser, 
When Lovat thought to make himself some hay, sir— 
But, bless me, Simon pales before the Kaiser ! 
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At playing double—Gad ! he'd seem the worst— 
In devilish tricks he ranks the very first, 
Does yon black villain with the name accurst ! 


A student of King Attila of old, 
The Kaiser’s self long since to lust was sold,— 
The lust that fashions the inglorious bold ; 


And he, inglorious, must to dust be hurled, 
Beneath the shameless flag that’s now unfurled, 
An enemy to self and all the world. 


12.9. 14 


ALAS, FOR POOR BELGIUM! 


AISER WILLIAM and his horde of bullies have left their marks 
where’er they ’ve been, 
Marks on person, marks on soil and city, such as no man’s 
ever seen— 
No man in the times we liye in, no man in the ages far behind ;— 
Neyer had it come, this waste and carnage, in a dream to mortal mind. 


But the undream’d came to us as real—fact, not fancy—grim and 
sickening 
Deeds of battle, soul-deep sunk in all who fought and saw the 
thickening 
On the field of dead and dying, shatter’d with the fatal shell— 
Ah! the awful battles waged there, leaving earth no better than a hell! 
17.9. 14 


‘SHELLTRAP’ FARM, IN FRANCE 


O peaceful plough moves over the land, 
No team goes leisurely by, 
No grain is sown with a cheerful hand,— 
The seed that takes root must die. 
K 73 


The murderous guns rain shell from the steep— 
Such a scene is beyond your ken ; 

The fields are hurriedly ploughed and deep, 
But the seed is—the bodies of men. 


29.9. 16 


WE DINE WITH PRIDE 


[Lines inspired by Lord Rosebery's after-dinner speech at the Holborn 
Restaurant on St. Andrew's Day.] 


To the Scottish Fighting Lad 


O-NIGHT we lift our hands in joy, 
Our souls are warm and glad, 
And side by side 
We dine with pride 
To toast the Scottish Lad. 


Our troops have earned their General’s praise— 
No braver to be had ; 
And with them all 
To stand or fall 
Is many a Scottish Lad. 


Though plunged in wars and deep regret, 
Already more than sad, 
We will not grieve 
Since we believe 
In each braw Scottish Lad i 


With Scottish pride we hear him now, 
Outside in tartan clad— 
His steady tramp— 
The manly stamp 
Of each armed Scottish Lad. 
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The Royal Scottish Corporation ! 
To which I superadd, 
In soldier’s suit 
From brain to boot, 
The Scottish Fighting Lad !! 
1.12.14 


A REMARK BY THE WAY 


HE only light !—transparent emerald and rose, 
As gems set in the grey ;—how like the flowers 
We ’ve seen of Eglantine, set round with dewy green, 
That cross the shade of Craigie’s lonely bowers. 


Ah! Jessie, would that yon proud patch of dawning light 
Might augur well for you and me and all— 
That through the gloom of these dark days might shine one ray 
Of hope of hastening on the Kaiser’s fall ! 
23.9.15 


SOUNDS IN THE TRENCHES 


P shoots a lark to run through ‘all his maze of melody,’ 
And here the mayis pipes at dawn his lay right gleefully, 
While swifts on scythe-like wings go screaming as they wheel 
and dive 
Across the hum of a myriad anxious workmen in this hive. 
* If music be the food of love, play on,’ since these are sounds 
That come to keep the balance of the excited brain in bounds, 
Diverting heart and soul with all the warmth of feeling for 
The birds, which know, thank God! far more of peace than fiendish 
war— °" 
Up, lads !—Fix bayonets !—Charge! . . . The birds are gone; the 
cannons roar. 
14.2. 16 
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NEDDON and Sheddon and Shanks 
Are the names of three of my patients ; 
Each quaffs my physic with thanks, 
And feeds as he can on war rations ! ~ 
11.12.17 


‘MADE IN GERMANY’ 


PRISONER interned in our camp 
Would have altered his fate 
With a noose of new make 
In the cell where he thocht he wad dee. 
But he footed the floor with a stamp,— 
The strain of his weight 
Caused the braces to break—* 
They were ‘ made in Germany’ ! 
2.7.16 


A BRITISH SOLDIER’S REFLECTION 


H, sweet at dawn o’er yonder ‘no man’s land’ 
The trilling laverock’s note !— 
But sweeter far the feeling at your thumbs 
. Of some big Boche’s throat !! 


1.8.6 1b 


IMPROMPTU 


WEETER is fact than that which just seems— 
ey) Bagdad is taken !—the Kaiser ’s in screams— _ 
Gone is the bottomest brick of his dreams ! I 


11.3.17 


* The Boche had made use of his own pair of braces as a rope with which to hang 
himself, but failed in the attempt and brought the guard to his side. 
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MEDITATION OVER A DEAD DONKEY 


AST night I saw him Shivering, stiffening—dying. 
To-day his playmates, close beside him crying, 
Gaze on him cold and Stiff and dead ! 
“Remember death "eternal rest! To win it— 
With glory too—thousands this very minute 


Are just as cold and stiff and dead, 
28.9. 14 


AN ANSWER FROM ‘ DEATH’S TRAP’ OR ‘RATSVILLE’ 


(the two wisn \ pions ms am 
nicknames of Hugh’s dug-out in the trenches, in France) pnhory bee 6 : ery, 
concerning the matter of rat-catching at the Front: ee (=! See Pre 

NEVER think of minding that— Sent aee oe: 
Though rats run in a heap— asl pena ar aad TLCS 

So long as I can lie me down ee LA eee 

And catch a wink of sleep, net. Shire ber Ge meen 

— n” 4 aA in voi 
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REFLECTION OF A SAILOR, 
INVALIDED HOME 


TEADFAST as the lepas, 
Clinging close like ivy, 
Slaying hard to keep us : 
Is my guid auld wifie. * 


Washing all the daytime, 
Ironing on till night, 

Never knowing playtime— 
She knows how to fight ! 


(An honest share of useful work 
Is that which looks for nothing more— 
And rarely gets it further off 
Than at the doer’s humble door.) 
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COMMANDEERED—THE PRIDE OF THE HUNT 


MONTH ago he stood at the covert-side, 
With hounds about his heels, the whole Hunt’s pride, 
The prince of the Kennel Stud, so well, so keen,— 
Making the most of our horses look so mean. 
The huntsman had felt his power and the length of his stride, 
Never knowing him reckon a fence or a dyke too wide... 
And now—what is he now? A lifeless horse, 
The: victim of a German shell—that source 
Of death to as many as cross its murderous flight : 
Dead, by a thousand others fallen in the fight 
On a redden’d Belgian field we none of us know, 
That as yesterday by the covert-side 
Was before us all,—the huntsman’s pride, 
The pride of the Hunt of only a month ago. 


21.9. 14 


POOR DICK!* 


OOR Dick ! he’s down in the dumps and a-weeping :— 
She ’d have him apply to the Meynell— 
She ’d see him in breeches and clogs and a-sweeping 
The dung of a dog in his kennel ! 


Poor Dick ?—lucky Dick !—better there than in trenches 
With Boches and brute Huns to hound him, 
"Midst slush and inevitable everyday stenches 
Yo —Amd rotting of humans all round him. “} 


* Lord Derby advocates the keeping up of foxhounds. But if a man a bit over 
service age turns up his nose at the thought of assisting a kennel-huntsman, he should, 
when labour at home is so hard to get, be made to Sweep out the trenches. That is my 


opinion. The wives have sometimes more pluck than the husbands. 
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Poor Dick! Let him g0 to the hounds of the Meynell ; 
And then if his nose be too dainty, 
Send him bundling through France from the Derbyshire Kennel 
To besom out trenches in plenty ! 
27.3. 16 


THE MASTER OF THE HORSE * 


To the Rough-riders of the Remount Service 


As the glory of horses is he that has made ’em, 

Though they fave had to suffer and have had to rough it; 
So the horses he’s made are the crown of the breaker, 

Who has tumbled for love just as much as for profit. 


ORSES, like men, need a fair bit o’ schooling. 
Three things are certain whatever they say, 
Courage and kindness and patience you must havye— 
Breaking a horse is not done in a day. 
No matter what is his age or his temper, 
One method only for all in the main— 
Not one way with one horse and one with another— 
Seek to get near the animal’s brain. 


Instead of applying the whip and the rowel, 
Feel him as firmly with finger and knee, 
Speak to him coolly, coax him as kindly— 
Or maybe you'll fly on the first bit 0’ lea! 
If you would master him, please, just remember | 
To first teach yourself how to work and obey— 
Are the lazy and insolent best in the saddle 
When effort and duty ne’er come in their Way ? 


See to the grazing, the stabling and feeding ; 
Consider the sort of condition they ’re in— 
You like some comfort and good food to work on, 
Then never work horses when poor and thin. 
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Know your horse first of all well in the stable, 
Then lead him out gingerly into the yard, 

Straight on to grass that is short and elastic— 
Never, to start with, on roads that are hard. 


Take him in pasture and take him in stubble, 
Lead him to water, yourself going before 

To cross a small brook and tempt him with honey, 
Concealing the lash—or there’s sure to be war. 

Next comes the saddling, the mounting and starting 
With maybe excitement for you and for all— 

The jibbing, the rearing and bucking and plunging— 
And never you mind if it ends in a fall. 


Send him along at the bar to begin with, 
Raising it higher as he lifts up his legs, 
Let him feel what he knees is the toughest of timber— 
Furze by itself’s no better than eggs. 
Jog him to meets where he’ll be with his brothers 
To mix with some colour and hear the odd sounds ; 
The moment he dances don’t turn his head homewards— 
But, by Jove!’ keep his heels off the huntsman and hounds ! 


Lend the young stranger the rein for a moment— 
Play with his nature—and see what he’ll do ; 
Sure, if you bear on him, jag him and saw him, 
There may be a wide gap atween him and you ! 
If he gets a hold as you’re going to covert, 
And you are not feeling as fit as you should, 
Give him three turns round a plough with its furrow— 
It might tend to aHer his fidgety mood ! 


Some are for thrashing and ‘running ’em done,’ 
Those that have taken to bolt or to kick ; 
Others, with Galvayne, would humour their hearing : 
Many a good ’un is spoiled with the stick. 
When he’s done right he should know you commend him, - 
Make him uncomf’table if not, of course ; 
But you must let him see you ’ve a right to be master, 
So break in yourself—then break in the horse. 
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TO THE CANADIANS, AFTER A BIG 
BATTLE 


EMPERED by tears and welded in fire, 
Battered by strokes of doom, 


Well was it hardened—harder than wire— . 
The will that was born in the womb. x 


Canadians have shown it, regardless of ill, 
Well by the work they ’ve done. 
Thanks for the women, thanks for the will— 


British Dominions haye won ! 
1917 


AFTER THE STORM 


YE, after the storm now comes a calm, 
When music and poetry breathe their balm, 
When tongues are soft and low. 


The winds play havoc in wood and dell, 
But a mind may convert the home to a hell, 


As some Will have, sorrow to know. 
8.12.17 TRE) 


RE ARMENIA 


E’LL spring upon the Teuton octopus, 
That circles round the Armenian land ;— 
Let’s hack those Hunnish tentacles to bits 
And crush his suckers in the sand ! 


If not, the sicken’d Turk will gain his feet,— 
Then rape and butchery once more. 
The Crescent and the Iron Cross shall know 
The feeling of the Lion’s paw! 
December 1917 
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THE FLAGS OF FRANCE 


TILL France with bleeding hands can hold aloft 
Her battered flags of freedom, 
Which no profane and Hunnish hands 
Shall e’er defile, or need ’em ;— 


The Prussian fist is growing powerless, 
The Teuton soul is sighing ; 
And France will see them still unfurled 
Above the tyrants dying. 
4.9.18 


‘DEATH AND GLORY’ 
A LANCER’S LAST REFLECTIONS 7 


MIDST deafening explosion of shrapnel, 
Closed in by dead men and graves, 
I sigh for the sands and the shingle, 
For the tall white cliffs and the caves 


That still in my memory echo 
The roar of the ocean’s waves. 


I hate all the horrors around me, 

And yearn for my brave one and wise ; 
I long for her olive complexion, 

Her dark, dark languishing eyes, 
Her form more graceful in motion 

Than any conceived in the skies. .. . 


Another big army is on us, 
And we’re only beginning to ride : 
The cry ‘ Death and Glory’ was shouted 
By the Colonel—a corpse at our side 
So we rose in our stirrups and galloped 
Clean over the trench in our stride. 
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And love is lost sight of as glory 
Comes madly between her and me— 
Oh, the madness of war and the folly !— 
But what joy to see tyranny flee ! 
I ride to my grave full of honour, 
Though I leaye her alone by the sea. 
23.4. 18 


‘SOLUM OMNE FORTI PATRIA EST’ 


HEN native woods waye round us, and streams throw back 
the blue 
Of a summer sky above us, we feel we ’re brave and true. 


When twig and branch scream o’er us in a land that’s Strange and cold, 
And darkening floods heave by us, seem we so true and bold ? 


The brave man is the braver ; the craven proves his name : 
In every clime and climate brave men show up the same. 
11.3. 18 


THB COMING OF THE STARS AND 
STRIPES 


E will never be squeezed (as the Kaiser thought), 
Never till life be done, 
Beneath the heel of the German boot— 
Under the bloody Hun. 


Yankees are with us—they mean to win ; 
Thousands have now begun 
To rip the heel from the German boot 
And butcher the bloody Hun. 
July 1918 


Eight Germans he punctured and left them for dead, 
And gamely came back with his bayonet red ! 
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THE PLAIN UNVARNISHED TRUTH 


N artist only to myself, to men 
As useless as the easel there alone— 
The three-legg’d, well-worn oaken frame 


Without a stand, propp’d up by a weighted chair,— 
The weight, a hat-box loaded with a stone. 


No coroneted note comes more to me— 

No proud commission wets my needy brush : 
The stables once that breathed of sport, 
Now empty, tell another, bitter tale,— 

All, all on war are bent—one yaliant rush. 


No publisher, no editor will spend 

A single cent on me—photographers 

Now line their tills. The Arts and Crafts 

Haye scarce the work to employ a waning staff, 
As orders cease and trade grows worse and worse 5 


I’ve tried the field of Pottery without 
Success ; I’ve waited at a Graver’s door, 

To hear his artist took ‘ French leave’ 

To ‘ decorate’ the Huns, and left no work— 
Each firm had all but rotted to the core. 


The work Thou gay’st me here to do is done— 
I’ve done my little best... . To arms! and fling 
The life Thou lend’st me back to Thee 

In battle ’gainst a savage foe, and die 

The envied death for Country and for King ! 


Ill fling away my life in gratitude 
To Thee,—Thou bidd’st me leave the world this way, 
Thus heaping riches on my head— 
A crown of glory shared by thousands more 
Who willingly give up ‘ life’s little day.’ 
é 84 
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Nothing I look for there but blood and Death : 
I leave this earth with all its charms and beauty ; 
I leave my wife and children ; and 

I leave—what most I prize—an honoured name, 
Resigning all, pecause IT IS MY DUTY. 


20.11.15 
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